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P. I. In making him brigadier-general Presi-
dent Roosevelt promoted him over the heads
of 862 officers.

Pershing was placed in command of the
Eighth Brigade of the regular army on
his return to the United States, in January,
1914, and he was temporarily stationed at
El Paso, Tex., to guard the Mexican border.
When the raid on Columbus, N, M. (1916)
made stronger measures necessary, he led the
punitive expedition into Mexico (see MEXICO,
subhead History). In February, 1917, Gen-
eral Funston, who was Pershing's superior,
died, and President Wilson nominated Per-
shing to succeed him. He remained in com-
mand of all the troops on the border until
early summer, when he proceeded to France
to assume command of the American forces.
After Pershing's arrival in Europe he was
raised to the rank of general. He co-
operated splendidly with the other allied
officers, and showed himself a leader and
organizer of first rank. He personally urged
the attack on the Saint Mihiel salient, and
carried out that attack with precision and
vigor. This was the first American offensive
on a large scale, and was a brilliant triumph
both for the commanding officer and the
men. His conduct of the American end of
the war won the applause of all people.
In 1921 he became chief of staff of the
army.

E3RSIA, pur'sha, or pur'
vij a very old monarchy
in Southwestern Asia, in
ancient times the nucleus
of a mighty empire that
stretched from the Indus
River to the Mediter-
ranean Sea, and then
known as Iran. In 1935
the name Persia was a-
bandoned, and the official
disignation Iran was re-
stored. Even to-day the
figures representing its
dimensions and area are
somewhat impressive, but
in world affairs it is of minor importance. A
considerable part of it is desert; the country
extends 700 miles from north to south and
900 miles from east to west, covering an area
of 628,000 square miles. It touches Trans-
caucasia, the Caspian Sea and Russian Turko-
man on the north; Turkoman, Baluchistan,
and Afghanistan are on the east; the Persian

Gulf and the Arabian Sea are south, and the
Gulf and Iraq are on the west The popu-
lation is estimated at 10,000,000; there are,
on the average, about sixteen persons per
square mile. The inhabitants have always
called this country Iran, and though that is
again its legal designation, it will long be
known to the unofficial world as Persia,

In 1907 Great Britain and Russia entered
into an agreement regarding "spheres of in-
fluence" in Persia. Each nation was to con-
trol the Persian provinces adjoining its pos-
sessions ; that is, Russia was to be dominant
over 305,000 square miles in Northern Persia,
and Great Britain over 137,000 square miles
in the southeast. The integrity and indepen-
dence of the country were to be respected by
the two powers, but they reserved the right
to control its finances should occasion arise.
In January, 1918, the Bolshevik government
of Russia formally renounced the agreement,
and on May 2, the same year, the Persian
government declared it null and void.

The People. The Persians constitute the
most important group of the Iranian branch
of the Aryan race, and to-day they repre-
sent a mixture of Mongolian, Tartar, Arab
and Turkish elements. The town and city
dwellers and the settled agricultural popu-
lation have developed a typical civilization
along Oriental lines; in the mountainous dis-
tricts there are nomadic tribes of herdsmen
living under very primitive conditions. About
nine-tenths of the people are Mohammedans
of the Shiite sect, and there are besides about
850,000 Mohammedans of the Sunni sect,
which is dominant in Turkey. Parsees, Jews,
Armenians and Nestorians are also repre-
sented in the population.

Government and Education. In govern-
ment Persia is an hereditary monarchy, the
ruler of which bears the title of shah, or
sultan. There is a Cabinet of eight Ministers.
The country is divided into twenty-six prov-
inces, administered by governor-generals ap-
pointed by the shah; under these are sub-
ordinate governors and town chieftains. The
nomad tribes, however, are under the rule of
their own chiefs.

Persia has a national system of education,
but until within recent years it was such in
name only. In this intensely Mohammedan
country, instruction consisted largely in
teaching children to read the Koran. To-day
education on the Western basis is gaining rec-
ognition; religious instruction is being sup-